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Discussions on Data Flow at International Policy Forum (G7/G20)

• promote cross-border 
flow of information
• oppose data localization 
requirement

G7 ICT Ministers' 
Meeting 

Takamatsu, Japan
April 2016 

2017 G20 Digital Economy 
Ministerial (Germany)

2021 G7 Digital 
Economy Ministers 

(UK)

ROADMAP for DFFT

G20 Digital Economy
OSAKA Summit

June 2019

Era of IOT Progress in AI deployment

Promoting Data flow and usage Promoting AI Society/ Society 5.0

2016

Data Free Flow 
with Trust
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G20 countries will support the free flow 
of information while respecting 
applicable domestic and/or 
international legal frameworks for 
privacy and data protection….



Cross-border flow of data, information, ideas and knowledge generates higher productivity, 
greater innovation, and improved sustainable development. At the same time, we recognize that the 
free flow of data raises certain challenges. By continuing to address challenges related to 
privacy, data protection, intellectual property rights, and security, we can further facilitate 
data free flow and strengthen consumer and business trust. In order to build trust and facilitate 
the free flow of data, it is necessary that legal frameworks both domestic and international should be 
respected. Such data free flow with trust will harness the opportunities of the digital economy. We 
will cooperate to encourage the interoperability of different frameworks, and we affirm the 
role of data for development. 

What does “data free flow with trust” mean?

G20 Osaka Summit

data free flow with trust

Strengthening ‘trust’ by continuously 
addressing challenges related to privacy, 
data protection, intellectual property rights 
will facilitate data free flow.

Data free flow should be 
facilitated to harness the 
opportunity of the digital 
economy.
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G7 DFFT Roadmap
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Further develop 
at G7

2022 Germany

2023 Japan

United Kingdom G7 Presidency

Government Access

Data Localisation

Regulatory Cooperation

Data Sharing Approaches

BUILD an evidence base on the impact of data localisation measures and alternative policy 
responses to these approaches

identify the priority areas where data sharing has the most potential for delivering societal 
benefits

promote work to identify commonalities in regulatory approaches to cross-border data transfers

commit to maintaining domestic data protection and privacy standards, reasonable principles 
underpinning lawful access regimes



Japan’s National Data Strategy and DFFT

Data Strategy

l Japanʼ s Data Strategy has been elaborated in June, with the purpose of realizing Human-centric 
society that creates new values through a system where cyberspace and real space are highly 
integrated (digital twin)

l The Strategy is promoting a data driven society with the policy focus on the following aspects;
l Digitalization of public and private organizations, establishing rules for data governance, developing 

digital service platforms, improving data utilization environment, digital infrastructure 

○ Promote discussion on DFFT 
toward international rule-making.

○ Start in-depth discussion with 
like-minded countries in various 
international fora such as G7

○ Prioritize collaboration in G7 in 
promoting G7 DFFT Roadmap 

○ Target visible achievements in 
upcoming G7 under Japanʼs 
Presidency in 2023

International Collaboration Collaboration Items

Trade Agreement

Privacy Protection

Security

Trust services

Data Utilization

Digital Infrastructure
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History of  Discussions on AI principles at G7/G20 and OECD

Recommendation of the Council on
Artificial Intelligence

G7 ICT 
Ministers‘ Meeting 

(Japan)

2016

G7 ICT and 
Industry 

Ministerial 
Meeting (Italy)

Sharing the 
vision of 
”Human-

centric AI”

Common vision 
for the future of 
AI

Proposal of Discussion 
toward Formulation of AI 

R&D Guideline
by multi-stakeholders

2017 2018 2019

OECD/CDEP

G7 Digital 
Ministerial meeting 

(France)

G7 Innovation 
Ministers’ Meeting 

and Summit
(Canada)

G20 AI 
Principles
drawn from the
OECD 
Recommendatio
n on AI

(May.2019)
1. Inclusive growth, sustainable development and well-

being
2. Human-centred values and fairness
3. Transparency and explainability
4. Robustness, security and safety
5. Accountability

GPAI

2020

G7Science 
Technology Ministerial

meeting(USA)

G20 Ministerial 
Meeting on Trade 

and Digital 
Economy 

and Osaka Summit
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OECD
AIGO

UNESCO

CoE

EU
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Urgent Challenges in front of  us

【Ultimate Common Objective】
Ø To maintain and promote democratic values in digital economy and society
Ø To ensure human-centered deployment and use of digital and emerging 

technologies
Ø To support and boost technological research and development based on 

democratic ways
Ø To guide all stakeholders to engage in democratic digital society

<Data>
Ø Facilitate measures and actions to promote DFFT
Ø Share the common understanding on DFFT with wider group of States and 

stakeholders
Ø Deepen understanding on new situations

<AI>
Ø Promote enabling environment through soft-law approaches including voluntary 

standardization
Ø Ensure interoperability between different frameworks
Ø Explore enhanced ways to collaborate among like-minded partners


